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  Our year of reading through and my preaching through Brian    
  McLaren’s book, We Make the Road by Walking is coming to an end    
  this month as we approach Christ the King Sunday on November 20. 
 

  On the First Sunday of Advent (November 27) we will begin using  
  the three year Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) for worship. I 
encourage you to click on the link and learn more about how the RCL guides and formats a read-through 
of the Bible in three years. It also informs how Andy, the Worship Committee, and I plan worship on a 
week-to-week / month-to-month basis. 
 

Another resource I use on a weekly basis in my worship and sermon preparation is the Revised Common 
Lectionary service of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library. This resource is not just for pastors and worship 
leaders, but has click-able links with entire 
passages from each of the four readings in the 
RCL. More than likely the Psalm for each 
Sunday is what we will read in our weekly 
lectio divina Zoom session on Wednesdays. 
Plus, that Psalm will likely be one of the 
readings in worship each week. 

 

Finding and following the patterns of life while being open to God’s spontaneity is one of the bits of 
wisdom that I have learned through more than 35 years of ordained ministry. Circling back to Year A of 
the RCL is exciting to me as we start afresh in the beginning of CIC’s 51st year of ministry and mission and 
move toward a prosperous, generous, and plenteous future for this congregation. 
 

I hope you will consider reading along with us as we make our road by walking into using something tried 
and true to guide our steps. It is my honor and privilege to walk along with all of you into this new year, 
this ancient and new celebration of the One who comes to camp here with us, even Jesus the Christ, in 
whose community we follow, worship, learn, and serve.  

 
 
 
 
 

Contact Information 
Address: 5401 Liberty Road, Greensboro, NC 27406 
Email address: office@cicpres.com 
Pastor Bryan email: revbryancic@gmail.com 
Website:  cicpresbyterian.com 
Phone: (336)674-0396 
 

Rev. Bryan McFarland,  Pastor 
Keven Cockrell, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Kathy Dotson, Director of  Preschool 
Hope Rife, Clerk of Session 
Andy Bucior, Accompanist 
Jordan Morris, Treasurer 
Maureen DeLuca, Office  Coordinator 

Community In Christ, Presbyterian 

NEWSLETTER 
NOVEMBER 2022 
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 2 

 

Join us for Sunday Services 
 
We continue to gather online, by phone and in-person observance for Sunday worship. There will be 15 
min of music as we check our online settings and prepare for hearts for worship. Please join us at 9:15 am 
on Sundays in the following ways: 
 

• IN-PERSON WORSHIP OBSERVANCE 
 

• PARTICIPATE via Zoom - https://bit.ly/3n76xZn, Password: 5401, Meeting ID: 336 674 0396 
 

• CALL IN & LISTEN on your phone -  +1 253 215 8782 US  or  +1 301 715 8592  US Meeting ID: 336 674 
0396#  (Participant ID is unnecessary. Press # a 2nd time.) 

 

SESSION MEETING SUMMARY, OCTOBER 16, 2022 
 

Bryan declared a quorum at 6:01 pm.  He opened the meeting with a podcast from a series entitled 
“Becoming Wise” by Krista Tippet from On Being.  The podcast addressed how to talk to our children 
about our spirituality and how to nurture their souls. Following a prayer, a motion was made to adopt the 
consent agenda and the motion passed.  The minutes of the September 18, 2022 meeting were approved 
as recorded.    
 
In his report, Bryan shared that he is aware of more than 20 people who are interested in joining CIC.  He 
will hold new member classes on November 6 and 13 during Second Hour.   Maureen DeLuca has resigned 
from her position as Office Coordinator to accept a full-time position. Her last day at CIC will be November 
4.   Hal moved to use the flow through money in the 50th Anniversary account, which totals $1094.00, for 
the Charter Sunday/holiday meal, and possibly, to have the kitchen professionally cleaned. Jim seconded 
the   motion and it was approved.   
 
The youth will present a live nativity on 12/21 as the final 50th Anniversary celebration, with Fellowship 
providing hot chocolate and snacks.  
 
Appreciation was expressed to the Stewardship Committee for ensuring that the 2023 campaign got off to 
a good start.  Noah Bodkin participated in a dialogue during today’s worship service reflecting on reasons 
why the youth can and should participate (pledge) in the campaign.    
 
John and Ellen Vitez attended as guests of the Session and spoke to their 
desire to join CIC by reaffirmation of faith.  Plans for a Session and for a 
church-wide retreat were discussed briefly.   
 
Bryan closed the meeting with prayer at 7:45 p.m.  
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Acolytes for NOVEMBER 
November 6 – Noah Bodkin     November 13 – Leah Lowry       

November 20 – James Penrod       November 27 – First Sunday in Advent (no acolyte) 

MEALS FOR PYF 
You can help provide a Wednesday Supper for PYF – 

Please sign up in the narthex to provide supper for PYF 

on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. We usually plan for 8 to 

10 people.  THANK YOU! 

Presbyterian Youth Fellowship  (PYF) 

PYF meets every Wednesday from  

6:30pm to 8:30pm unless advised otherwise. 

 CIC Trunk or Treat Extravaganza 2022 

PYF enjoyed a trip to the State Fair 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054FABAC22A6FD0-attend4
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News From the Preschool 
It’s hard to believe that November has arrived. We have enjoyed watching leaves change colors and 
celebrating Halloween. 
 

This month the Preschool children will be learning new songs and enjoying fall crafts. Our theme is 
thankfulness. We are thankful for all of you as you continue to support our 
program in such amazing ways. 
 
One of our favorite mornings is spending time with Pastor Bryan for chapel. 
We are so thankful for the time we have with him.  
Thank you for all that you do! 

  Kathy Dotson 

Shining for the Lord! 
 
Mrs. Belinda used real 
pumpkins to tell the 
story of the Pumpkin 
Patch Parable before 
leading the children in 
singing “From the 
Inside Out, There’s No 
Doubt.” After this 
special Word with 
Children, Mrs. 
Christine helped the 

children make “Be the Light” signs that featured Matthew 
5:16, “In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father 
in heaven.” There is certainly no doubt that CIC Kids are 
shining for the Lord! 

CIC Kids 
 

We are the clay, you are the potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 

Isaiah 64:8 (NIV) 

 
In our Half-Time 
lesson on 
creation, the 
children had fun 
using Play-Doh 
to tell the 
creation story! 
Our creativity 
reminds us that we are made in God’s 
image and that our Creator loves us. God’s 
fingerprints are all over us, just as our 
fingerprints cover our Play-Doh creations! 
Sheila Walsh wrote our prayer (from God’s 
Little Princess Bedtime Devotional). 

Presentation of Bible 
 

Pastor Bryan presented a copy of the 
NIV Adventure Bible to fourth-grader 
Bradlee Robert Marley Skeel during 
the worship service on October 2. We 
pray that Bradlee will grow in faith 
and always remember that he is a 
precious child of God, loved beyond 
measure! 
 

Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. Psalm 

119:105 (NIV) 
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Offering of Letters 
 

Thank you to 
everyone who 
wrote letters on 
behalf of the 
millions of people 

who struggle with hunger in the United States. We 
pray that the letters from CIC will inspire our 
elected representatives to support legislation to 
reduce hunger in the United States and around 
the world. CIC’s Offering of Letters on October 16, 
which was also World Food Day, included six 
letters to Senator Richard Burr, twelve letters to 
Senator Thom Tillis, thirteen letters to 
Representative Kathy Manning, and one letter to 
former Representative Mark Walker. The letters 
were presented as an offering to God during the 
worship service before mailing them. 

October’s Kick-Off 
 

CIC kicked off October in a fall frenzy on October 
2nd! After a two-year hiatus, the choir made its 
debut that Sunday with a simple Communion 
piece sung in unison. Then fourth grade Bradlee 
Skeel was presented the Bible that his then-
third grade CIC friends received last spring while 
Bradlee was away traveling with his family. To 
highlight World Communion was a basket of 
bread representing several different countries: 
Naan Flatbread from Western 
Asia, a Pretzel Bun from 
Germany, a Croissant from 
France, a Mexican Tortilla, 
Ciabatta from Italy, and a 
Bojangle’s biscuit from the 
U.S.A.  To raise money and awareness about 
food insecurity, Miss Keven’s young disciples 
helped collect Pennies for Hunger during church 

service, and later 
that afternoon, the 
older youth 
participated in Crop 
Walk. Whew! 
Indeed, a whirlwind 
of Sunday grace 
amidst falling 
leaves! 

Bread for the World 
 

James Penrod, wearing a Bread for 
the World T-shirt with the logo “Have 
faith. End Hunger,” was a walking 
advertisement on October 16th 
when CIC dedicated that Sunday to 
Bread for the World, an effort to 
fight universal food insecurity. Miss 
Keven had invited children and adults 
to highlight this important outreach 
endeavor by wearing clothing from 
other parts of the world, and several 
folks gladly obliged! Among those 
were Pastor Bryan wearing his 
dashiki from Kenya, kindergartener 
Christian Humble proudly modeling a 
lovely dress from Mexico, Keven 
Cockrell and Christine McElvey being 
decked in Kenyan apparel, Ron 
Walters sporting his T-shirt from 
Panama, and Jerry Cecil donning his 
complete Scottish attire and then, at 
Keven’s insistence, elucidating the 
congregation about his family’s 
plaids. However, the “most worldly” 
head-to-toe dresser was CIC’s music 
director/world traveler Andy Bucior 
wearing a Guayabera wedding shirt 
from Mexico, trousers from 
Nicaragua, Timberland shoes hand 
sewn in the Dominican Republic, and 
topping all off with a “Panama” hat! 
Therefore, “Panama” hats off to Andy 
for winning the prize of being so 
representative with his universal 
outfit! AND he went a step further by 
also blessing us with music from 
different countries throughout the 
service, which further emphasized 
the needs of our global community. 
So double kudos go to our talented, 
debonair Andy! 
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Volunteer Drivers for CIC 
Members  
If you have an immediate need for 
transportation to a doctor’s appointment, 
etc., the following volunteer drivers are 
willing to drive you. Please refer to the 
church directory or call the church office to 
get phone numbers for contacting them. 

Belinda Blake 

Dianne Catterall 

Marcia Cham 

Keven Cockrell 

Bobbie Gaddy 

Linda Holt 

Andrea Lee 

Hal McElroy 

Amy Schwartz 

For a long distant transportation need, 
contact Beverly Murrelle for possibly 
arranging an out-of-town ride to a medical 
appointment. 

For a long-term need for regularly scheduled 
rides, contact Bobbie Gaddy directly. She will 
request a “Wheel Train” setup, which is an 
online program that organizes efforts to 
meet those CIC member needs.  

GUM HONOR CARDS 
    

We will be selling HONOR CARDS by William Mangum.  
The theme this year is “Making a Difference “.   
 

These Cards help Greensboro Urban 
Ministries run programs to assist 
Individuals and families with food, shelter 
and emergency assistance. 
 

We are also selling the cards to support 
UKIRK ministries at UNCG.  We have 
enjoyed several of their services on-line. 
 

Please help support these organizations and 
send your friends a special card. 

A Heartfelt Farewell  
A loving good-bye to Maureen –  
Best Office Admin ever seen! 
 We’re grateful to tears 
 For seven blessed years 
She managed the CIC team. 
 

In fact, she was CIC’s glue; 
Whatever we needed she’d do! 
 Her talents amazed! 
 Requests never phased,  
With patience – a crowning virtue! 
 

Whenever our church felt hard-pressed, 
Maureen helped assuage the distress! 
 Her quiet calm  
 ‘Twas perfect balm. 
Hands down Moe DeLuca’s da BEST! 

Endless thanks to Maureen for her seven years of 
dedicated service to CIC!   
 
From Maureen: This is my 85th newsletter for CIC! 
To think 7 years could go by so quickly.  My time 
here been full of ups and downs and treasured 
memories.  Thank you to everyone at CIC.  I will miss 
so many people who have become great friends. 
Much love,  
Moe (or Ms. Moe to my preschool friends :))   
p.s.—Mailman Bob, I will miss seeing you everyday   

Pastor Appreciation 

CIC children surprised Pastor Bryan at the end of 
the worship service on October 9 when their 
Moment for Mission turned into a well-deserved 
Moment for Pastor Appreciation. They presented 
Pastor Bryan with a “We Love You” poster 
designed by Makenzie Venable and a T-shirt that 
said “Pastor Warning: Anything you say or do 
could be used in a sermon!” We appreciate you, 
Pastor Bryan, and are so thankful that God 
brought you to Community in Christ! 
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 FOOD DRIVE GUIDELINES  
 
Since the food we collect at CIC is donated to 
the food pantry program at Greensboro 
Urban Ministries they are requesting the 
following guidelines: 
 

•     No open packages 

• No Glass 

• Food in original packages 

• Dates on food must be at least 2 months 

from expiration  

• The food we collect is put on 
shelves  for people in need to take 
to feed their families.  Some may 
not be given out right away.   

 
Thank you for your support of this program.  
You help many families! 

 

2022 CROP Hunger Walk 
Walk. Give. Change the World! 
 

Thank you to everyone who walked and/or donated to 
the CROP Hunger Walk to help feed people in our 
community and around the world!  
 
Every step you take and every dollar you raise helps our 
neighbors in need by providing clean water and 
emergency food, as well as livelihoods and access to 
education. Three walkers from Bethlehem United 
Methodist Church in Climax joined 22 walkers from CIC 
for the Southeast Satellite CROP Hunger Walk, which 
began in the drizzling rain on October 2, after Pastor 
Bryan’s prayer at 2:00 p.m. Due to uncertain weather 
conditions, the Greater Greensboro CROP Hunger Walk 
took place indoors on the concourse around the 
Greensboro Coliseum. Thanks again for supporting our 
walkers and helping end hunger one step at a time! 

 Greensboro Urban Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you very much for a total donation of 
279 pounds of food for Greensboro Urban 
Ministry in October! We will collect 
nonperishable food items at our next GUM 
Drive-Thru on Consecration Sunday, 
November 6, after the worship service until 
noon. We greatly appreciate your continued 
support of this ministry! 
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CIC Greeters 
 

Greeters—November 2022 
6 John & Ellen Vitez  
13 Sue McElroy and Beverly Murrelle  
20 Jim & Laura Penrod  
27 Bill & Lynne Poteat  
 
Greeters—December 2022 
4 Nancy Sigmon and Diana Sexton  
11 Betty Pierson and Jimmy Dunlap  
18 Tim Hotz and Amy Schwartz 
25 Volunteers Needed  
 

Elders of the Month 
November 2022 
Beverly Dye and Jennie Bodkin 
December 2022 
Ashley Venable and Hal McElroy 

 

Photos for Veterans Sunday 
November 13, 2022 
 
We will recognize our 
veterans and active 
duty military with a 
Tree of Valor in the 
narthex for Veterans 
Sunday on November 
13, 2022. Please email 
photographs for CIC’s Tree of Valor to 
Keven Cockrell at keven1@bellsouth.net 
by November 6 so that we might 
acknowledge loved ones who have served 
our nation. Many thanks! 

A Couple of Vital Additions 
 
Vitez - a surname that denotes 
energetic vitality! And that’s 
exactly what John and Ellen 
bring to CIC’s table. Twenty-six 
years ago they migrated south 
to NC from New Jersey but still 
have that charming Yankee 
accent and quick wit. Having a 
granddaughter in CIC’s pre-
school provided their initial 
introduction to this church 
family. Then, after four years of 
actively participating in various 
missions, they made 
membership official on October 
23rd. A warm WELCOME to 
CIC’s newest members John and Ellen Vitez!  

Rotator cuff surgery 
birds of a feather Cindy 
Bumgarner and Jim 
Penrod manage an "arm-
slinged" handshake while 
comparing recovery 
notes with a smile.  

Word in Music At Any Age 
 

Age does not factor in providing Word in Music!  This was 
joyfully demonstrated by Christian Humble, Makaylah 
Venable, Aubrey Little, Porter Morris, and Max Steele on 
October 23rd.  After her Word with Children, Belinda Blake 

expertly directed 
this young 
ensemble in 
singing and 
performing 
"Shining for the 
Lord."  A grateful 
KUDOS  goes to 
CIC's kids who 
delivered their 
message in song! 

SAVE THE DATE 
Wednesday, December 

21 
Live Nativity at CIC 
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An Interfaith Experience  

IN ISRAEL  
with Marcia Cham  

March 1 – March 11, 2024 

 

I need one more experience in the land we call ‘holy’ because I am fascinated  with the idea that three major 

religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam claim this land to be holy—a land that is 290 miles long and 85 miles 

wide at its widest. ‘Walking the Land’ makes the Bible come alive.  
 

Highlights for me: being bombarded the sounds of Arabic and Hebrew being spoken, my first glimpse of the Sea of 

Galilee, standing on Masada, a dip in the Dead Sea, getting dust on my shoes as I walk the Wadi Qelt—the 

wilderness where Jesus walked. My first view over Jerusalem. Chills at Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust Memorial 

and upon entering the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem and most recently touring the Walled Off Hotel.  

On this Interfaith Experience, we’ll be enjoying dinner with a Jewish family as Shabbat is celebrated and our last 

day we will walk ‘The Way of the Cross” reaching for a spiritual experience while crowds of Palestinian and Jewish 

women doing their weekly shopping.  
 

What I have learned when we visit the Holy Land. We take with us our deep religious longings, our personal 

dreams and hopes, our investment in the stories and promises of the Bible. We expect the Bible to come alive, 

prayer to become more meaningful, God to be more present and vivid to us in the place where Jesus walked. 

When we get there, we find a place saturated with prayers and religious longings of many faith traditions. Some 

may come across as inspiring and colorful others as strange and alien, depending on our perceptions. But there is 

no escaping the religious devotion that surrounds us. There is no question that faith will become more vivid 

because of your visit.  
 

From my experiences in this land, it is almost impossible to get through an experience of the Holy Land without 

some mixed feelings. Some of those feeling may be about the role of religious practice, political, or the obvious 

presence of the military. Rather than make efforts to filter out our awareness of present politics and daily life, our 

prayer should look steadily of what is there, for whatever ‘contemplation’ means, it cannot entail a refusal to 

contemplate what is before our eyes. God will invite us to make explicit connections between the biblical 

resonances of the holy sites and some of the most pressing issues for the inhabitants of the Holy Land today.            
 

If you are interested, a brochure is available on the table where you enter 

the church and on my Facebook Page. You may reach me at 

chamrev@att.net or 828-719-9611.  

                                                                                      Marcia    

 
Scan to 

travel with 
us! 

mailto:chamrev@att.net
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November Birthdays  
Jordan Morris             11-1 
Christine McElvey         11-3 
Jennifer Joerger            11-4 
Leon Holt                      11-11 
Brooklyn Patrick         11-11 
Kristin Bailey              11-12 
Eileen Beals                11-14 
Barbara Clark              11-15 
Oona Lee McVeigh    11-16 
Jim Dye                        11-20 
Kim Robinson             11-20 
Jim Harvey                  11-20 
Scott Morris                11-20 
Dianne Scoville           11-30 
Fields Dimmick           11-30 

 
November  Anniversaries  

Bill & Lynne Poteat  11-18 

BLAST FROM THE PAST 

What was CIC doing in 2013 and 2014? 
 

2013 
 

A standoff over Obamacare resulted in a sixteen-day 
government shutdown. Edward Snowden leaked 
documents that exposed extraordinary surveillance at 
home and abroad by the U.S. National Security Agency. 
 

CIC Kids enjoyed the special seven-week study “The 
Easter Garden: A Lenten Experience for Children.” 
 

CIC’s Creation Celebration on April 21 began with an 
outdoor worship service, followed by beautification of 
the church grounds and a hot-dog lunch. 
 

Jr. PYF and PYF kicked off a “Summer of Service” with an 
end-of-school party for the children living at Pathways, a 
homeless shelter for families. 
 

CIC’s “Everywhere Fun Fair” Vacation Bible School 
welcomed 62 children in a celebration of God’s love 
around the world. 
 

A successful “Centrum Chair Campaign” led to the 
purchase of 120 new chairs. 

 
2014 

 

Russia annexed Crimea and threatened the rest of 
Ukraine. More than 6,000 people died from outbreaks 
of Ebola. 
 

CIC youth invited everyone to the Community 
Strawberry Festival on May 31. 
 

The Reverend Paul Ridolfi filled the pulpit for several 
months during CIC’s time of transition. 
 

Children attending CIC’s “Workshop of Wonders: 
Imagine and Build with God” Vacation Bible School 
chose the winner of the VBS robot contest. 
 

The Pastor Nominating Committee extended the call to 
Rob Jackson for the pastor position at CIC on August 5, 
and a potluck dinner followed his installation on 
September 28. 
 

CIC Kids performed a short adaptation of “The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever” after the Christmas Fellowship 
Dinner on December 7. 

Answer - Judy Helms; Logan and Landon 
Morris 

 

Four of a Kind Sunday 
Birthday! 
 
This year's November gambled on winning 
the pot with a strong poker hand - four of a 
kind, Sunday birthdays, that is!  
Making up this month's winning "Quads" are 
two Diamond Jims, a Kim of Hearts, and a 
Scott of Spades.  Needless to say, CIC is "all-
in" with Sunday birthday chips for this extra 
special November 20th hand! 
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Prayer Concerns 
 
Devote yourselves to 
prayer, keeping alert in it 
with thanksgiving. -  
Colossians 4:2e  

 
 
 
For Those Experiencing Grief  
The Family of Jere Hershey (member) 
The Family of Pablo Feliciano 
The Family of Logan Forbis 
Jacky Dowd and Family in the loss of her sister 
 
 
 
 

 
For Those Experiencing Illness or Surgery 
Jim Routh, Sr. (member) 
Lynne Poteat (member) 
Steve Stringer (member) 
 
For Those with Long-Term Concern 
Lillian Long 
 
For Those In Hospice Care 
Jimmy Brooks 
 
 
 
 
 
Confidentiality Disclosure: This information is for use by 
staff and members of CIC.  

 
 

Community in Christ,  

       Presbyterian 
5401 Liberty Road 
Greensboro, N.C. 27406 


