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Back to School is a hope-filled, busy, stressful, exciting, photo-opportune 
time of year!! And how exciting it is for CIC to get BACK to having a 
dedicated time for educating our children and youth! You’ll find more about 
our new Half-Time endeavor elsewhere in this newsletter. :) 
 

 
In his classic book, To Know As We Are Known, Parker Palmer states:  

 

“[In community], I can live out (or discover I am lacking) the peace and joy, the humility and 
servanthood by which spiritual growth is measured. The community is a discipline of mutual 
engagement and mutual testing, keeping me both hopeful and honest about the love that seeks 
me, the love I seek to be.” p.18. 

 

What a challenging and beautiful statement! The love that IS God (1 John 4:16) challenges us to express 
and embody love as we go about our lives in community. 
 

A song of mine from 2011 called Love’s That Way sings: 
 

It comes outta nowhere, right outta the blue / It goes with us everywhere whatever it is we do 

It lives & it dies through thick and through thin / It rises from ashes and starts from within 
 

Love’s that way. Love’s that way. 
 

It’s new every moment and older than dirt / It throws us off balance and keeps us alert 

It’s bedrock beneath us and over us now / It breaks us and binds us together somehow 
 

This annual return to education is part of our agrarian ancestry. It's also an expression of our love for all 
generations and of God’s love for us. After our agrarian ancestors had completed their young ones could 
return to their studies so that their lives and livelihoods could grow along with the years.  
 

We are all part of this annual cycle of God’s providence, challenge, discipline, community. And all of those 
are numerous expressions of God’s love for us and through us.  
 

So, in God's school of life what grade are you in? Keep on learning! Make good choices! And do your part 
to LIVE God's LOVE!    In Christ, 

 
 
 

Bryan 
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Join us for Sunday Services 
 
We continue to gather online, by phone and in-person observance for Sunday worship. There will be 15 
min of music as we check our online settings and prepare for hearts for worship. Please join us at 9:15 am 
on Sundays in the following ways: 
 

• IN-PERSON WORSHIP OBSERVANCE 
 

• PARTICIPATE via Zoom - https://bit.ly/3n76xZn, Password: 5401, Meeting ID: 336 674 0396 
 

• CALL IN & LISTEN on your phone -  +1 253 215 8782 US  or  +1 301 715 8592  US Meeting ID: 336 674 
0396#  (Participant ID is unnecessary. Press # a 2nd time.) 

 

SESSION MEETING SUMMARY, AUGUST 21, 2022 
 

Bryan declared a quorum at 6:01 pm.  He opened the meeting with a video of Frederick Buechner, who 
died recently.  In the video, Buechner shared that if asked to sum up his work he would say “Listen to your 
life.  Pay attention to what happens to you. . . . God speaks to us through what happens to us.”  Buechner 
encouraged us to be present in our lives, rather than just “getting through” them.  Following a prayer, 
Bryan introduced Parks Williams, a member of the Salem Presbytery Commission on Ministry Member 
and our Church Partner.   
 
In his Pastor’s Report, Bryan shared that he is being intentional about making pastoral visits to those in 
the hospital and in long-term care, as well as to visitors.  He is excited that CIC’s youth group will be 
holding meetings with groups from other congregations, as well as that 8 people attended the first 
meeting of the young adult Bible study group that Avery McElvey began on August 15.  He is also excited 
to be entering the new academic year.   
 
The Nominating Committee has confirmed candidates for all but one of the Session slots and for the two 
Endowment Committee openings. They are waiting to hear from an individual they have reached out to 
for the remaining 3-year Session position.  Announcements of the September 18th congregational meeting 
to vote on the slate of candidates will begin in the August 26 Friday email.  The Worship Committee is 
moving forward to reinstate the Nursery again now that preschool leadership have okayed the use of the 
space on Sunday mornings.   There is a sign-up sheet for Sundays beginning in September.  Andy Bucior 
has catalogued the music in the choir room, has identified the need for repairs to the organ, and has ten 
volunteers so far for the choir.  Members of the 50th Anniversary Pavilion Steering Committee have been 
identified and the group is preparing to schedule its first meeting. Jennie Bodkin will serve as CIC’s Ruling 
Elder Commissioner at the September 10th Salem Presbytery Meeting, which is now a Zoom-only meeting.   
 
Parks Williams introduced himself as a “PK” in whose life the church has always 
been important.  Mr. Williams served as a Certified Director of Christian Education 
for 25 years, served a church in Yanceyville for two years as a CRE (Commissioned 
Ruling Elder), and now provides pulpit supply.  As our church partner, he is our 
liaison with the Commission on Ministry and recommends serving at the presbytery 
level as a means of getting a different perspective.  The meeting was closed with 
prayer at 7:13 pm.   
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Acolytes for September 

September 4 – Logan Lowry   September 11 – Makenzie Venable 
September 18 – Leah Lowry  September 25 – James Penrod 

MEALS FOR PYF 
You can help provide a 

Wednesday Supper for PYF – 

Please sign up in the narthex to 

provide supper for PYF on 

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. We 

usually plan for 8 to 10 people.  

THANK YOU! 

Presbyterian Youth 

Fellowship  (PYF) 

PYF meets every Wednesday 

from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

unless advised otherwise. 

 
 

 

CIC Kids 
 
Can toys teach us about 
God? Do Mr. and Mrs. 
Potato Head have a 
place in the Body of 
Christ? Come find out! 
We are excited about 
the new Sunday School 
year, which will begin 
on September 11 after 

a two-year hiatus! Before Covid, CIC Kids began “Building 
Faith, Brick by Brick,” a hands-on way to explore the Bible 
using Lego bricks. What else will we pull out of the toy box? 
Come join us for some holy, playful learning during “Half-
Time,” a half hour (11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.) of fun and 
faith development! 

 

Ladies Friday  
Bible Study 

 
The ladies Friday Bible Study 
group will begin meeting again 
in September.  Plans for studies 
and beginning date will be 
discussed on Marcia Cham's 
back porch on September 9th 
from 10am to 12pm.   
 
All ladies are welcome.   
 
For more information contact 
Lynne Poteat at 336-327-4375 
or Sue McElroy at 336-501-
4162. 

Blessing for the School Year / Rally Day 
Sunday, September 11 

Please join us for a Blessing 
for the School Year during 
the worship service on 
Sunday, September 11. 
Students and teachers will 
receive a John 3:16 spiral 
notepad and a cross grip 
pen to remind them that 

God loves them and so do we! Bring your backpacks, devices, and 
school bags for a special blessing. We are celebrating Rally Day 
also, the first day of Sunday School for our children and youth after 
a two-year hiatus! 
 

Happy are those who find wisdom  
and those who gain understanding.  

(Proverbs 3:13) 
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MONTREAT 2022 
 

Ten youth traveled with Pastor Bryan 
and Jennie to Montreat's 2022 Youth 
Conference "More Than Enough". They 
were joined there by Jennie’s sister, 
Elizabeth, and 3 youth from her church. 
The participant’s made tons of 
memories and learned they are each 
indeed more than enough by 
participating in Energizer's, Key Note 
addresses, Small Group,  social time, 
nightly worship, and meaningful 
fellowship. The opportunity to attend 
Montreat is a blessing. They are grateful 
to our Community in Christ for 
supporting the youth and to Alamance 
Presbyterian for allowing us to travel in 
their van! Thank you!  
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Volunteer Drivers for CIC Members  
If you have an immediate need for transportation 
to a doctor’s appointment, etc., the following 
volunteer drivers are willing to drive you. Please 
refer to the church directory or call the church 
office to get phone numbers for contacting them. 

 

Belinda Blake 

Dianne Catterall 

Marcia Cham 

Keven Cockrell 

Bobbie Gaddy 

Linda Holt 

Andrea Lee 

Hal McElroy 

Amy Schwartz 
 

For a long distant transportation need, contact 
Beverly Murrelle for possibly arranging an out-of-
town ride to a medical appointment. 

For a long-term need for regularly scheduled 
rides, contact Bobbie Gaddy 
directly. She will request a “Wheel 
Train” setup, which is an online 
program that organizes efforts to 
meet those CIC member needs.  

 KNIT WITS  
If you knit or would like to 
learn to knit, you are 
invited to join this group of 
ladies in the church library 
on the first and third 
Wednesday of each month 
from 10:00 a.m. until noon as we knit prayer 
shawls and lap robes. Bring your knitting needles, 
your yarn and your own beverage. New to 
knitting? We will find you some needles and some 
yarn for practice. To be added to the email group 
list, contact Lynne Poteat, Bobbie Gaddy, Sue 
McElroy, or Judy Helms. The conversation is 
stimulating and the camaraderie is special. We’d 
love for you to participate with us in this 
worthwhile outreach project. 

  

It is exciting to see how many people want the 
choir to resume its participation in the worship 
service!  So far, at least 10 people have expressed 
an interest in participating in the choir!  If you’re 
still debating whether a place in the choir is for 
you, here are some additional details to maybe 
help with your decision. 
 
If you’re concerned about how to fit the time for 
choir into your already busy schedule, as several 
people have mentioned, I’d like to propose a 
Sunday morning rehearsal time, 8:30 – 9:00.  (Yes, 
that’s only 30 minutes, and 30 minutes should be 
sufficient for now.  We choir members can decide 
at a later date if that’s going to be enough 
rehearsal time to prepare for any special 
presentations.)  There would be no need to come 
to a rehearsal after a full day of work, or for 
juggling other evening responsibilities in order to 
make time for choir rehearsal, since we’re already 
planning to come to church on Sunday morning. 
Some other advantages are that by rehearsing on 
Sunday morning, our voices would already be 
warmed up, and the music would be fresh in our 
mind, so we could offer our best gift in God’s 
service.   
 
Our first rehearsal will be on Rally Day, 
September 11, at 8:30 AM, in the Centrum.  The 
choir’s first musical offering is planned for World 
Communion Sunday, October 4.  There are still 
other details for us to work out, and we can do 
that at the first rehearsal.  If there are any 
questions or concerns that you’d like to discuss 
with me before then, please just come visit me 
after one of the services.  
 
Even if you’ve not yet “formally” indicated an 
interest in participating in the choir, please come 
join us in serving God through the ministry of 

Choir Notes 
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Haiku Perchance? 

Gripping new house key! 
Blue car parked under blue skies – 

Framed in liberty. 

-Bobbie Gaddy 
 

 

Mapping his future with wise strategy 
Rerouted Chance Cockrell back to NC! 
SC was his first stop; next 3 years – Japan; 
Arizona then claimed him, but God’s better plan 
Clarified options for proximity, 
So Chance bought a house in nearby Liberty!  
His challenge is now to turn house into home, 
Fill it with faith, and make it his own. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS and happy nesting to our newest 

homeowner!  Contact the church office for his address. 

FIRE DOORS  

Important reminder 
 
Please remember to keep ALL 
fire doors closed when you 
leave the building.  They have been left 
propped open multiple times.  Per the 
Guilford County Fire Marshall, fire doors 
must remain closed.  Should a fire erupt in 
the kitchen when no one is in the building 
and the doors are opened, the fire would not 
be contained to the kitchen.  This is also the 
case for the 2 fire doors in the Preschool 
Narthex that lead to the Preschool and the 
Church.  It is imperative to close them in 
order to have a chance to contain 
fires.  Please help us with this very important 
step to keep the CIC buildings safe.  Thank 
you!  

2022 CROP Hunger Walk 
 

Mark your calendar for the CROP Hunger Walk on 
Sunday, October 2! Please help us give hope and end 
hunger in our community and around the world. The 
Southeast Walk at CIC will begin at 2:00 p.m. with 
registration starting at 1:30 p.m.  The theme displayed on 
this year’s CROP Hunger Walk T-Shirt is “Together We Can 
Create Change, Give Hope, End Hunger.” If you would like 
to purchase a CROP Walk T-shirt, please email your size 
(options below) to Keven Cockrell at 
keven1@bellsouth.net or call/text 336-558-5811. T-shirts 
are displayed in the Fellowship Hall and cost $7.00 each 
(cash or a check made 
payable to CROP Walk). 
T-shirt size options: 
Youth Medium 
Adult Small 
Adult Medium 
Adult Large 
Adult XL 
Adult 2XL 
Adult 3XL 
 

HOPE: Helping Other People Eat 
 

Jesus fed the hungry and instructed us to do 
the same. We offer hope by providing food 
each month through Pennies for Hunger and 
Greensboro Urban Ministry. 
 

Pennies for Hunger 
CIC children and youth will be collecting 
Pennies for Hunger during the worship 
service on Sunday, September 4. CIC’s total 
donation for Pennies for Hunger through 
August 2022 is $1,272. Thanks for bringing 
your coins and other contributions that 
support local food banks and international 
missions, including Sister2Sister 
International Outreach Ministry! 
 

Food for Greensboro Urban Ministry 
As fighting hunger is such a vital mission, CIC 
supports Greensboro Urban Ministry with 
food drives throughout the year. The GUM 
Food Pantry provides food to over one 
hundred households per day. We will collect 
nonperishable food items at our next GUM 
Drive-Thru on Sunday, September 11, after 
the worship service until noon. Thank you 
for helping food-insecure people in our 
community! 

mailto:keven1@bellsouth.net
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CIC Greeters 
 

Greeters—September 2022 
4 Jim & Laura Penrod  
11 BJ & Jennie Bodkin  
18 Mark & Jada White  
25 Betty Gilmore; Carol & Dale Gilmore    
 
Greeters—October 2022 
2 Wayne & Diane Jenkins  
9 Christine McElvey and Jacky Dowd  
16 Ashley and Chris Venable  
23 John & Hope Rife  
30 Patricia Routh and Betty Pierson    
        
Elders of the Month 
September 2022  
Betty Pierson and Hope Rife 
 
October 2022 
Hal McElroy and Jim Penrod 

 

Congregational Meeting  
September 18, 2022 
 
The Session has called for a meeting of the congregation 
on Sunday, September 18, 2022, following the worship 
service, to elect four Ruling Elders and two members of 
the Endowment Committee. If you choose to make a 
nomination from the floor during the Congregational 
Meeting, please verify the candidate’s willingness to 
serve before you submit his or her name. The 2022 
Nominating Committee presents the following slate of 
nominees to serve the congregation of Community in 
Christ, Presbyterian. We are very grateful for all 
candidates who have agreed to serve. 
 
Elder Nominees 
Elders are charged with nurturing the faith and life of the 
congregation. 
 
Beverly Murrelle - two-year term (Hal McElroy has served 
one year of this three-year term) 
Christine McElvey - three-year term 
Ron Walters - three-year term 
Dave Elston - three-year term 
 
Endowment Committee 
Members manage the Endowment Fund that enhances 
the mission and outreach of CIC apart from its general 
operation. 
 
Jordan Morris - three-year term 
Jerry Cecil - three-year term 

 

Red Cross Blood Drive at CIC 
Tuesday, October 25, 2:00 pm to 6:30 pm 
 

Blood donations are critically important! 
Please answer the call to donate blood at 
CIC on Tuesday, October 25, from 2:00 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. You can put your faith 
into action when you give blood to help patients survive 
and thrive. Remember to hydrate and eat iron-rich foods 
prior to the blood drive. Thank you for your lifesaving 
donation of blood! 

 

Welcome, Mary Jenet Penrod 
 

We were delighted to meet Jim Penrod’s 
mother on Youth Sunday! She will be 
staying with Jim, Laura, Jared, and James 
for a while, and we welcome her to our 
CIC family! In addition to Jim, she has 4 
daughters, 12 grandchildren, and 14 
great-grandchildren. Her husband, Walt, 
passed away this March at the age of 93. 
They were happily married for over 71 
years. At 90 years young, Mary Jenet 
enjoys reading, gardening, crafts, and 
staying active. She has always enjoyed 
her time here in North Carolina! 
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Taste of Kenya 
Please join us on Saturday, September 10, for an authentic Kenyan meal prepared by Purity Ruchugo of 
Sister2Sister International Outreach Ministry. All proceeds go toward the Children’s Home and School that 
Sister2Sister is building in Ngong, Kenya. Committed to bringing wholeness into the broken lives of 
children and women, Sister2Sister currently feeds around 100 children daily. You may purchase tickets any 
Sunday after the worship service or online at sistersinternationalwomen.org/taste-of-kenya-tickets. 

http://Sistersinternationalwomen.org/taste-of-kenya-tickets
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September Birthdays  
Betty Pierson  9-2 
Janie Walters  9-2 
Steve Stringer  9-5 
Nikki DeBerry  9-5 
Pastor Bryan McFarland   9-13 
Brenda Archer 9-14  
Nathan Quigley 9-15 
Jazmyn Patrick 9-15  
Nancy Sigmon  9-15 
Russ Gaffney  9-15 
Cindy Bumgarner 9-16 
Jo McGuire  9-17 
Robert Skeel  9-17 
Makaylah Venable 9-17 
Katie Stringer  9-19 
Debbie Elston  9-23 
Jennie Bodkin  9-28 
Mary Jenet Penrod 9-29 

 

September Anniversaries  
BJ & Jennie Bodkin  9-6 
Jim & Laura Penrod  9-12 
Robert and Keysha Skeel  9-14 
Bobby & Nikki Patrick               9-26 
Robert & Linda Welborn 9-28 

BLAST FROM THE PAST 
Do you know who this is? 

What was CIC doing in 2009 and 2010? 
 

2009 
The U.S. unemployment rate soared to over 10 percent, 
its highest rate in over 25 years. An outbreak of H1N1 
(swine flu) broke out in many countries across the globe. 
 

The theme for the Jr. PYF and PYF Souper Bowl Blitz was 
“Sharing – If Not Us, Then Who.” 
 

The Rissmiller Scholarship was awarded to Rachel 
Perrell from Southeast High School, who attended Peace 
College in Raleigh. 
 

Pastor Fred was a crocodile expert, “Doc Croc,” who 
taught Rocky the raccoon and all of us about God at 
Crocodile Dock Vacation Bible School. 
 

Don Helms built and installed a children’s coat rack for 
the nursery / toddlers’ classroom. 
 

The Phase II Columbarium section was delivered and 
installed. 

 

2010 
Apple launched its iPad. In Chile, 33 miners were 
successfully rescued after two months trapped deep 
underground. WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange 
released thousands of classified files. 
 

Children explored the parable of the sower at ReNew: 
The Green Vacation Bible School hosted by Vandalia 
Presbyterian and enjoyed “Green Church” activities all 
summer at CIC. 
 

Susan Samuelson led a Recorder Class on Tuesday 
evenings in the choir room. 
 

Robert N. Hallquist, D.M.A., gave a solo piano recital at 
CIC. 
 

Presbyterian Women made Christmas gift baskets for 30 
Burmese women, and the PYF had a sock party to collect 
socks for Burmese children. 
 

Brad and Jackie Howes led the Silent Auction 
Committee, which raised more than $5,500 for CIC 
missions. Answer Left: Kristen Hotz Bailey and Nathan 

Quigley—Right: Katie Stringer 

CIC Limerick for Troy Brim 
 

Our Endowment is chaired by Troy Brim, 
Who speculates never on a whim! 
       He and wife Sue 
       Are members true blue! 
So we stay endowed, thanks to them! 
     -Bobbie Gaddy 
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Prayer Concerns 
 
Devote yourselves to 
prayer, keeping alert in it 
with thanksgiving. -  
Colossians 4:2e  

 
 
 
For Those Experiencing Grief  
The Family of Logan Forbis 
The Family of Mary Harvey (member) 
The Family of Charles Wright 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Those Experiencing Illness or Surgery 
Carol Smith 
Sarah Brigman 
Steve Stringer (member) 
 
For Those with Long-Term Concern 
Lillian Long 
 
For Those In Hospice Care 
Pablo Feliciano 
Jimmy Brooks 
 
 
 
 
Confidentiality Disclosure: This information is for use by 
staff and members of CIC.  

 
 

Community in Christ,  

       Presbyterian 
5401 Liberty Road 
Greensboro, N.C. 27406 


